Maurice Tannenbaum

@thryn aliman

Kathryn Jaliman is an
artist living and work-
. ing part of the year in

" Taipei. The other part,
she prefers to spend with her family
in India and Nepal. Kathryn grew up
on her family’s golf course in the
countryside north of Chicago. Her
life as a child was deeply touched by
nature — the big sky, open spaces,
woodlands, wild animals. She often
spent early morning hours sitting by
the spring next to hole number six
and watching the sunrise. It was also
when she was six and in the hospital
with the mumps that Kathryn dis-
covered her passion for painting.
“My mother had given me a paint-by-
number set to keep me busy. When I
first opened the paints and smelled
the oils, I experienced a feeling of
complete and utter rapture and I
knew then all T ever wanted to do was
paint.”

By nature, Kathryn is deeply de-
voted to her spirituality and the de-
velopment of human awareness. Her
longing to share her own inner dis-
coveries and experiences is reflected
in her paintings, which speak of re-
alities that touch the very soul of all

who care to listen. She works with
great virtuosity and ease, sometimes
creating as many as ten paintings in as
many hours. Having watched her
work, it seems as though she is en-
gaged in dialogue with the universal
spirit of humanity, whose messages
surge and flow through her in a river
of creative energy seeking expression
on the canvas.

It gives me great honor to intro-
duce such a magnificent artist and
wonderful human being, who is now
choosing for the first time to come
into public notice with her art. “I
have worked to maintain my integ-
rity and purity in painting without
the limiting effects of public opinion.
My artwork has solidified over the
years and can now stand up for it-
self.” The works published here rep-
resent only a small sampling of her
art. Her range in style is expansive
and reminiscent of Picasso.

Robert Chen, an advisor to many
of Taiwan’s art museums and one of
Taiwan’s leading abstract painters,
says: “Kathryn is a fine painter and
the best foreign artist to paint in Tai-
wan.” Steven Hong, Vice President
of Citibank’s Private Banking and Art

By Linda Wolf
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Advisory, is a collector of her work,
which he recommends artistically
and as an investment.

Kathryn studied Art History at the
Fogg Art Museum at Harvard Uni-
versity and has a Masters in Fine Art
from Lesley College in Cambridge,
Massachusetts. Her painting and ar-
tistic development has been assisted
by the notable painter and archivist
Ward Jackson of the Guggenheim
Museum in New York City; and by
the renowned American painter
Sam Francis. Together with Chen,
Jackson, and her colleague Reva Jali,
Kathryn is heir to a tradition of
painting begun by Wassily Kandinsky.
His art, and the origins of modern art,
were greatly influenced by spiritual
philosophies from the orient.

In the East, and especially in
Taiwan, there is once again an
emerging recognition of the impor-
tance of the spiritual in modern art.
The fact that an artist of Kathryn's
quality has chosen to work in Taipei
is indicative of a future direction for
modern art in Taiwan — a future
which extends beyond the confines
of provincial Chinese styles, and al-
lows the island to become an inter-
national center of modern art. With
the work of painters like Kathryn
Jaliman and Robert Chen, modern
art in Taiwan promises to surpass the
limitations of national, ethnic and
racial boundaries, and contribute to
the reemergence of the great tradi-
tions of Kandinsky, which utilizes art
to express the spiritual. This art is
called Essence Art.

The spirit of Essence Art can be
communicated in the words Vincent
Van Gogh used to describe his own
paintings,”something of the eternal,
which the halo used to symbolize,
and which we seek to give by the
actual radiance and vibration of our
colorings.” Essence Art expresses
the qualities and energies of life and
nature through the abstract use of
line, point, plane and color; and
portrays the essence, spirit or nature
beneath the surface and within the
depths of experience.

Essence art is about the space
from which creation occurs: the
process of creation and the inner en-
ergies and qualities of love, har-
mony, wisdom and abundance. It
can also portray the essence of the
material world in its many elemental
structures, and can express the sub-
tlety of its metamorphosis through
the processes of nature, as in the
changing seasons or the stages of a
human life.

It is concerned with the condi-
tions of the modern world and
seeks to connect it to deeper sources
of wisdom and inspiration from
which answers can be found. The
best essence paintings are artifacts of
the sacred and contain a radiance
and energy that can inspire personal
and social development and refine-
ment. They bring creative energy
into the material world.

The first time I viewed Kathryn’s
paintings, my eye ran across them
like pages in a book, taking in the
play of color, form and energy. The
next time I saw them, I found myself
lingering longer and delving deeper
into my own inner experience of her
art. I made no conscious effort to
perceive anything other than what
was presented on the canvas. Nor
did I deny the thoughts, feelings and
emotions I began to experience.

One painting in particular, “The
Universal Dance,”evokedn in me
memories of all the wonderful things
about childhood. I could hear chil-
dren laughing and I could see them
playing. I could sense the smell of
bubble gum and taste the cool, sweet
flavors of ice cream. I felt joyful and
content and compelled to be one
with the painting, which seemed to
slowly become a part of my own es-
sence, and an expression of my inner
reality. This painting now hangs in
my home and greets me with a smile
and a wink every time I glance its
way — playfully calling me, inviting
me to come and join the dance.

Kathryn's art is currently on exhibit at Dimen-
sions Art Center Tel: 707-6428



“I paint to discover for myself that which empowers me
to experience life with greater awareness and freedom.
I express it publicly so that others can have the opportunity
to see the same within their own lives.”.
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I paint because color speaks to me and beckons to me
to come and play; to merge with it, '

to recreate on my canvas the play of light and dark,
bold and mild, loud and soft, wild and tame.”
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“I paint to resolve for myself the struggles I see in ‘my’ world:
the balance of power and powerlessness,
masculine and feminine, war and peace,
material and spiritual, public and private, etc.”
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“I Paint to clarify for myself the flow of universal energy,
which is the basis for life in all its varied forms.”
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“I paint to express joy into the world and to bring life
and energy to an audience that often has to rush without
appreciating the world around.”
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